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      �ank You for Your Advocacy
      Summer 2016 was a busy time for protecting your 
state parks and forests. HB 2013 – legislation introduced 
in the Pennsylvania legislature that would have 
opened these beloved natural resources to the 
development of o�ces, golf courses, amusement 
and water parks – seemed too harmful to gain any 
traction. But the bill, with its more than 50 sponsors, 
made it all the way to the House �oor. Calls were 
made. Positions written. Alerts emailed. And you 
were heard. �e bill was defeated 123-77. 
�ank you for your hard work!

 �e Pennsylvania Parks and Forests Foundation 
monitors legislation that might adversely impact 
our parks and forests. If you are interested in being              
engaged more closely with our advocacy work, sign 
up as a volunteer and we’ll be in touch!

“ ”
“Thank y� f� helping to make the Indiana C�nty Seni� Expo a success. 
It was �r l�gest t�n�t ev�! The a�endees w�e v�y appreciative of the 
inf�mati� y� pr�ided.”
– Sen. Don White, Rep. Dave Reed and Rep. Cris Dush 

Ph
ot

o 
cr

ed
it:

 C
. K

ac
zm

ar
ek

, O
hi

op
yl

e 
St

at
e 

Pa
rk

, 
20

16
 P

PF
F 

Ph
ot

o 
C

on
te

st
 W

in
ne

r N
at

ur
e’

s 
C

ol
or

s

           Iron Furnace 
                      Restoration
Through your support and 
a grant from the Allegheny 
Foundation, visitors to the 
Forbes State Forest enjoy viewing the newly restored 
Wharton Iron Furnace and interpretive panels. Visit 
the PPFF Facebook page to view a video of the 
furnace: www.facebook.com/ PennsylvaniaParksAnd
ForestsFoundation/videos

                         Senior Outreach
                               With your help, we attended 13 legislative 
senior expos and AARP Chapter events, reaching 
nearly 3,000 senior citizens to spread the word about 
the bene�ts of getting outdoors!

          Board Member 
and Cherry Springs 

             Dark Sky Fund Chair, 
Maxine Harrison.

Conservation 
Heritage Project 

Truly a partnership project, the Pennsylvania Conservation Heritage project seeks to                 
reconnect Pennsylvanians to their rich conservation legacy. The project made great strides 
in 2016, unveiling a new website (www.PaConservationHeritage.org), hosting three 
summits to explore missing stories, presenting programs across the state, and capturing 
stories from individuals like you about local conservation e�orts. We continue to 
gather stories, so visit the website and learn more about how you can get involved.

Stewardship 
Poster  and
Video Contest
Removal of 
gra�ti alone 
will not solve 
the problem 
plaguing our 
state parks and 

forests. That’s where PPFF’s poster and video contest comes in. 
Thanks to the Alexander Stewart, MD Foundation and your support, 
middle school students from across the Commonwealth were 
challenged to create an original poster to educate and inspire 
people with its stewardship message. High school and college 
students created short videos telling an anti-gra�ti, pro-stewardship 
message. Combating gra�ti takes a team e�ort!
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                    Gra�ti Busters 
                    Like you, we at the Pennsylvania 
Parks and Forests Foundation believe that our 
state parks and forests need to both be and 
be perceived as being safe and inviting. 
Unfortunately, tagging and party areas impact 
our interaction with the natural world. With 
the help of DCNR, PPFF identi�ed 37 hotspots 
of gra�ti on our public lands across the state.  
Volunteers – a.k.a. Gra�ti Busters – took on 
a few of these spots in 2016, beginning with 
the largest location, Hammonds Rocks in 
Michaux State Forest. More than 6,500 square 
feet of gra�ti covered this 500 million year old 
rock outcropping. The Gra�ti Busters next took on Beam Rocks and Cove Rock in Forbes State Forest. 
With the help of volunteers and 40 students from the University of Pittsburgh, more layers of paint were 
removed. Your donations helped to make these areas enjoyable places for families to explore once again.

“
Sta� and Volunteer Training Improve Visitor Experience
In 2016, empowered state park and forest volunteers learned 
new skills in workshops focusing on chainsaw safety, trail maintenance, and food safety. 
Funded through private donations, a grant from the Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources and through the Pennsylvania Recreation and Parks Society, these 
workshops improve the visitor experience while conserving our natural resources.

           Plein Air Art 
                  Does nature inspire your artistic side? With the 

help of many, the 
�rst Plein Air Art Event 
captured the beauty 
of Hammonds Rocks. 
Artists of all styles – 
from painting to 
photography to poetry – 
were invited to come 
out to capture the
beauty of the area. 
Now THAT is painting 
in nature that we 
can support! 

                           Connecting Through Social Media
                             It seems like everyone is on social 

media these days … and so 
are you! Lovers of Pennsylvania’s 
state parks and forests 
signi�cantly increased our 
followers on Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram in 2016. 
These platforms o�er ways 
to share photos, information, 

and action alerts from our end, and allow you to 
share snapshots of your visits to our state parks and 
forests. In addition to the PPFF social media accounts, 
search for PPFF President Marci on Twitter and 
Instagram. Have a favorite friends group? 
Bet you can find them on Facebook!

”
“I am appreciative that y� w�e willing to sh�e with the audience the problem 
of �affiti affecting �r state p�ks and associated nat�al res�rces.”
– Katie Hess, South Mountain Partnership Director
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