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A Legacy You Can Take Pride in Continuing

Ensuring Another 125 Years

It’s obvious that our state parks and forests are well loved
and much appreciated, having provided generations of
Pennsylvanians with some of their fondest memories. But with
that use comes significant wear and tear to the built and
natural infrastructure, requiring frequent maintenance and
upgrades to keep up with the demand and ensure that our state
parks and forests remain well regarded in the public eye.

With the significant amount of buildings, roads, bridges,
dams, and other structures within our state parks and state
forests, routine maintenance is a daily task. Water and sewer
lines, as well as treatment facilities, need to be upgraded to
meet new regulations, roofs worn by time need to be repaired
or replaced, roads need to be resurfaced, campsites need to be
mowed, and fences need to be mended or removed. Much like
a home to-do list, the removal of one project from the
maintenance list at a state park or forest makes way for another
project, and another, and another.

Like our foremothers and fathers, we all play a role in
ensuring we present our children, grandchildren, and great
grandchildren with the same opportunities we had for enjoying
the outdoors. To hand them anything less would rob them of
their legacy, and remove their rights under our state constitution. 

How do you want to be involved? Does volunteerism interest you?
Are you interested in advocacy? Is there a project that you
would like to support financially? A trail you want to hike? A skill
you have to share? There is a role for everyone in continuing
the legacy of conservation that IS our state parks and forests.

How Do I Love Thee, 
Let Me Count Thy Ways

Celebrating 125 Years

Throughout 2018 opportunities exist to engage 
in the 125th anniversary of our parks and forests. 

While we are still building our activity list, 
we welcome your input. Email your ideas to 
125anniversary@paparksandforests.org

and share with us your thoughts.
Keep your eye on our website and 
calendar for ways to get involved.

“ ”
It never ceases to amaze me what a beautiful, bountiful
state we have and our parks are AMAZING. Each one is
so special – all free to visit, awesome trails to hike, lakes
to paddle, history to learn. I love our parks and forests!” 

– Janet Ball, Allegheny County
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Fishing at Marsh Creek

Celebrating More Milestones!

25th anniversary of the Keystone Fund (more on page 14),
a critical funding source for Pennsylvania recreation and
conservation projects, libraries, and historical preservation
initiatives. Celebratory events are being planned – keep an
eye on our calendar for activities near you.

150th anniversary of the death of James Buchanan, the
only president from our fine state. Visit his home,
Wheatland, in Lancaster; have a picnic and visit the
monument to him at Buchanans Birthplace State Park, or
enjoy a hike on one of many miles of trails in Buchanan
State Forest.

200th anniversary of the National Road. What’s that,
you ask? Visit http://nationalroadpa.org/about-the-national-road
to learn more about the National Road in Pennsylvania.









U P C O M I N G  C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  

MARCH

3/1 Friends of Beltzville: Walking in Nature (every Thursday)
3/4 Friends of Canoe Creek: Mountain Pie Madness
3/10 Friends of Mt. Pisgah: Sugar on Snow
3/16 Third in the 'Burg (Harrisburg), State Museum with PPFF 

and the Conservation Heritage Project
3/31 Friends of Prince Gallitzin: Easter Egg Hunt

APRIL

4/8 Friends of Cowans Gap: 4th Annual 5K Run/Walk
4/21 Earth Day – Volunteer Opportunities Statewide
4/21 Rothrock Week Begins – #RothrockWeek

MAY

5/5 Friends of White Clay Creek: Annual Creek Festival
5/9 PPFF Annual Awards Banquet
5/18 Friends of Pine Grove Furnace: Woodsy Owl Weekend
5/19 Highmark Walk for a Healthy Community
5/28 Friends of Laurel Hill: Memorial Day Bake Sale
5/30 125th anniversary of the acquisition of the first 

Pennsylvania state park

JUNE

6/2 National Trails Day – Celebrate Your Favorite Trail
6/2 Rededication of the Laurel Highlands Hiking Trail 

with PPFF, REI, DCNR and others!
6/2 Friends of Ridley Creek: Annual Volunteer Picnic
6/2 Stewardship Day on the Laurel Highland Hiking Trail
6/9 Get Outdoors Day – How Do You Spend Your Outdoor Time?
6/9 Friends of Pine Grove Furnace: Iron Run Half Marathon/

Charcoal Challenge
6/16 Friends of Laurel Hill: Adventure Race
6/16 Friends of Mt. Pisgah: Summer Solstice Square Dance
6/16 Friends of Black Moshannon: PA Wilds Child
6/28 Friends of Goddard: Pioneer Frolic
6/30 Friends of Prince Gallitzin: Independence Day Weekend 

at Crooked Run

www.PaParksAndForests.org/events

Walk for a Great Cause
Now is the time to register to participate with
Pennsylvania Parks and Forests Foundation in the
Highmark Walk for a Healthy Community presented
by Highmark Harrisburg on May 19 at Harrisburg Area
Community College.

The Highmark Walk
for a Healthy Community
is a fundraiser that
benefits 53 local non-
profit health and human
service agencies, including
PPFF.

Highmark Harrisburg
underwrites the cost of
the walk so that 100 percent of the money raised by  
walkers goes directly to support  our goal of conserving
our state parks and forests for future generations.

Register now at http://hcf.convio.net/ppff to join the 5K
or One-Mile Fun Walk and raise funds to support
your state parks and forests. Want to support a particular
project, park, or forest? Just let us know and we will be
happy to allocate the funds you raise to that which is
most important to you!

For more information, call 717-236-7644.
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Finding Park and Forest Events Just Got Easier!
Pay a visit to the PPFF website and you’ll see that our calendar
of events has changed. We’re now using the same calendar
platform (Localist) as DCNR, which turns a workhorse like a
calendar into a dynamic – dare we say it, social – thoroughbred.
Visit the calendar, find the events, click that you’re “interested”
and you’ll receive notice of more events just like it. You’ll keep
track of what your favorite Friends chapter is up to, and you’ll
find fun new places to go and things to try. It will even allow you
to sign up to volunteer.

Let Nature Be Your Muse
Do you love art? 
Do you love the outdoors? 
Then a Plein Air Day at Hammonds
Rocks, Michaux State Forest is for
you! We are looking for a class,
individuals, or groups who want 
to be a part of a Plein Air Day 
this year.

For more information, 
contact Amanda Trimmer at
atrimmer@paparksandforests.org

Memorial or Honorary Gifts You can honor the memory of a special person or joyous occasion while 
supporting PPFF’s work in conservation, recreation, education, and volunteerism in our state parks 
and forests. Send gifts to: PPFF, 1845 Market Street, Suite 202, Camp Hill, PA 17011 

or download a form at www.PaParksAndForests.org

The Treem Team ready to walk.
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PPFF FRIENDS GROUPS
Cherry Springs Dark Sky Association

Friends of Beltzville 

Friends of Big Pocono

Friends of Black Moshannon

Friends of Buchanan

Friends of Caledonia

Friends of Canoe Creek

Friends of Colonel Denning

Friends of Cook Forest  

Friends of Cowans Gap

Friends of Goddard

Friends of Greenwood Furnace

Friends of Keystone

Friends of Kings Gap

Friends of Laurel Hill

Friends of Little Buffalo

Friends of Lyman Run

Friends of Milton

Friends of Mont Alto

Friends of Mt. Pisgah

Friends of Nockamixon

Friends of Nolde Forest

Friends of Ohiopyle

Friends of Oil Creek

Friends of Parker Dam

Friends of Pinchot

Friends of Pine Grove Furnace

Friends of Prince Gallitzin

Friends of Pymatuning

Friends of Ridley Creek

Friends of Ryerson Station

Friends of Shawnee

Friends of Shikellamy

Friends of State Line Serpentine Barrens 

Friends of Varden Conservation Area 

Friends of Weiser State Forest

Friends of White Clay Creek

Friends of Yellow Creek

Lackawana State Park Trail/Care Crew

Laurel Mountain Volunteers
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Your Friends In Action: Friends of Cowans
Gap State Park         

Cowans Gap State Park, in Franklin and Fulton counties, is perched on a mountain
top and surrounded by Buchanan State Forest. The park is steeped in history and
a place that offers a variety of recreational opportunities. 

In the 1930s, the Civilian Conservation Corps built roads, trails, the lake,
picnic shelters, and cabins – some of which are still being enjoyed by the nearly
half a million visitors to the park each year. In 2014, the Friends of Cowans Gap
was formed to assist the state park in meeting visitor needs. Their goals were to
organize annual events, fundraise for playground and educational equipment,
make trail improvements, and build a campground amphitheater. And they have
definitely been busy over the past four years!

Every spring the Friends of Cowans Gap host a 5K run/walk. Over 250
runners and walkers come out for a fun lap around the park. The trophies that
are given to the winners
are made from recycled
park resources.

Summers are for the
arts! Several “Art in the
Park” events are held
annually where visitors
paint landscapes of the
park. Local artist Nancy
Mendes donates her time
and expertise to help
participants create their
own masterpieces. The Friends of Cowans Gap also organizes free “Music in the
Park” events for park visitors. The bluegrass and country concerts are very popular.

The biggest event held by the Friends of Cowans Gap is the Harvest Day
Celebration, where over 1,400 people come to enjoy the day at the park. The
event features everything from pumpkin carving and music to delicious foods
such as fresh pressed apple cider, hot chocolate, and S’mores. There are also
many nature displays and craft vendors, and the day ends with a campsite and
cabin decorating contest.  

The Friends of Cowans Gap holds
several volunteer days throughout the
year to help with trail and park mainte-
nance. New volunteers are always invited
to participate.

Successful fundraising has enabled
the Friends to purchase a golf cart for
park staff and volunteers to use for
programming and projects, and to
purchase storage sheds for housing
equipment, a concrete pad to store winter
road cinders, a vacuum system to facilitate
clean air in the woodshop, and depth
marker buoys for the swimming area.

The group meets the first Thursday of each month. Check out their
Facebook page at www.facebook.com/friendsofcowansgap for details about
upcoming events and opportunities to help enhance the recreational and education
opportunities of Cowans Gap State Park.

Runners and walkers participated in Cowans Gap’s 5K run/walk.

The biggest 
event held by 
the Friends of 

Cowans Gap is 
the Harvest Day

Celebration.











Mammals on the Move!
For nearly three years,The State Museum of Pennsylvania
in Harrisburg has been undergoing a major project to conserve
and restore its very popular Pennsylvania wildlife dioramas
in Mammal Hall. Working with Philadelphia’s Conservation
Center for the Conservation of Art and Historic Artifacts
and a team of experts who had restored dioramas at the
American Museum of Natural History in New York City,
State Museum staff will soon unveil the 13 refreshed dioramas
with all new lighting and new interpretive signage. Watch
for more details of a grand opening later in 2018 – the 50th
anniversary of the completion of Mammal Hall.
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State Museum Exhibits Preparator Jonathan Schreffler and taxidermist 
George Dante remove the Eastern Cougar from its diorama.

New App Combines Fitness 
with History and Culture!
Bucknell University created a new health and 
wellness app, Ready, Set, Fit (RSF). In addition to helping
people meet daily fitness goals, RSF introduces them to
nearby historical and cultural landmarks. So far, the app
contains 12 paths/trails in Milton, Lewisburg, and Danville.
As walkers pass landmarks on the path, the app provides
multimedia content about that stop.The Friends of Milton,
Shikellamy and Bald Eagle worked with Bucknell to provide
information for the app. Bucknell is continuing to work
with DCNR to add more state park and forest trails 
and pathways.The app is available on both Android and 
IOS platforms. Learn more at: https://readysetfitapp.org

From left, 
Chase Kravetz '20, 
Caroline Whitman '18,
Nicholas Passantino '21
and Jacob Mendelowitz '18
have lent their time and
expertise to developing the
Ready, Set, Fit app.
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The annual PPFF Through the Seasons photo contest is a 
great time to show off your photography skills – amateur or
professional! Send in your photos, taken in a Pennsylvania 
state park or forest by Sept. 5, 2018. 

Visit www.PaParksAndForests.org for contest rules.

Prizes are awarded to three photographs from each category, 
as well as Best In Show, Critics’ Choice and People’s Choice. 

Check out past contest winners when the photo tour is displayed near you!

Feb. 2-27: State Capitol, Harrisburg 

April: Shawnee State Park, with public reception

May 9: PPFF Banquet, Susquehanna Club, New Cumberland 

May 30-June 28: Columbia Crossing River Trails Center, Columbia, proposed public reception

September: Parker Dam State Park, with public reception

Check the PPFF calendar for reception dates and other planned photo tour 
locations, including Canoe Creek, Lackawanna, and Pymatuning state parks!  

2018 Categories:
• Fun in the Outdoors     
• Beauty All Around    
• Dogs in the Outdoors
• The Built Environment 

(Buildings, bridges, 
towers, you name it!)

• Young Photographers 
(ages 12-17)

2018 Through the Seasons
Photo Contest

Save the Date! 

12th Annual PPFF Awards Banquet
DATE: May 9, 2018

NEW LOCATION:
The Susquehanna Club at 
the DLA Defense Distribution 
Center, New Cumberland

TIME: 5:30 p.m. cash bar, 6:30 p.m. dinner

Program: Cash bar, dinner buffet and dessert selections followed by awards program
Cost: $50 (registration deadline is April 27, 2018)
To register visit: http://bit.ly/ppff2018banquetregistration

Join your friends and fellow conservationists to 
celebrate the accomplishments of this year’s winners:
Cliff Jones Keystone Legacy Award: Secretary Cynthia Adams Dunn, DCNR
President’s Award: PA Wilds Conservation Landscape Program 

and the PA Wilds Center 
Government Award: Representative Kate Harper
Forest of the Year: Rothrock State Forest 
Park of the Year: Cook Forest State Park 
Volunteer, Improvement: Gifford Pinchot Disc Golf Club
Volunteer, Education: Marilyn and Tom Fye, Parker Dam and Clear Creek

state parks
Volunteer, Volunteerism: The Over-the Hill Gang at Oil Creek State Park 
Young Volunteer Award: Sarah Reeping, Laurel Hill State Park complex 

Table sponsors, award sponsors, silent auction donations and paid well wishes 
are all welcome.To learn more, contact Beth Artz at bartz@paparksandforests.org

NEW Location!




