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Goal 1:

the value of and ways to 
engage in parks, forests, 
and recreation to increase 
participation, inform the 
public and decision makers, 
and build relationships 
with diverse partners.

Goal 2: 

meaningful outdoor 
recreation to improve 
physical, emotional, 
and mental health.

Goal 3: 

state parks and 

groups and 1,200 

chapter volunteers 
by 2020.

Goal 4: 

transformative 
projects and events 

to enhance the 
state park and forest 

Goal 5: 

through strategic 
investment of time, 
talent, and revenue.

In 2015, you helped us to set �ve overarching 
goals that are serving as guidelines to our success.

*�e Bureau of Labor Statistics put a value 
of $24.69 on volunteer labor in 2017.

“ ”
“This world is but a canvas 

  to our imagination.”
~ Henry David Thoreau 

GUIDED BY OUR GOALS

Keep turning the pages to see how we are working together to reach those goals.

P
h

o
to

 c
re

d
it:

 X
ia

w
e

i Z
h

a
n

g
, 

M
a

rs
h

 C
re

e
k

�e Bureau of Labor Statistics put a value 
of $24.69 on volunteer labor in 2017.

2017
PPFF & 

OUR FRIENDS 
BY THE 

NUMBERS

PPFF 
tabled at 

or spoke at 
24 events

OUR FR

IA PARKS & FORESTS F

NU
And 

reached 
134,379 
people

DS

PPFF & 
Friends 

coordinated 
204 service 

projects

�e Bureau of Labor Statistics put a value *�e Bureau of Labor Statistics put a value 

DS
Thanks 
to 2,968 

PPFF volunteers 
who donated 
66,081 hours 

valued at 
$1,631,539*

PPFF & 
Friends 

combined 
hosted 173 

special 
events

PPFF Launches Fun, New 
Marketing Campaign in 2017
You may have noticed some 
new faces around our newsletter 

new marketing campaign that whimsically 
highlights the work that we and our fellow 
park and forest advocates do behind the 
scenes to beautify, protect, fund, and most 
importantly, enjoy the many parks and forests 

print and digital ads, social media, and in 
our communications. 

OUR OPERATING VALUES
 Å Integrity      Å Excellence Å Innovation Å Collaboration   
 Å Conservation Å Diversity Å Inclusion Å Sustainability







                                                                   #Friends 
               

               operating under our nonpro�t umbrella are
               ambassadors and change agents for the park  
      and forest system and helping them succeed is 

PPFF Friends Groups
Cherry Springs Dark Sky Association
Friends of Beltzville 
Friends of Big Pocono
Friends of Black Moshannon
Friends of Buchanan State Forest
Friends of Caledonia
Friends of Canoe Creek
Friends of Colonel Denning
Friends of Cook Forest  
Friends of Cowans Gap
Friends of Goddard
Friends of Greenwood Furnace
Friends of Keystone
Friends of Kings Gap
Friends of Laurel Hill
Friends of Little Buffalo
Friends of Lyman Run
Friends of Milton
Friends of Mont Alto
Friends of Mt. Pisgah
Friends of Nockamixon
Friends of Nolde Forest
Friends of Ohiopyle
Friends of Oil Creek
Friends of Parker Dam
Friends of Pinchot
Friends of Pine Grove Furnace
Friends of Prince Gallitzin
Friends of Pymatuning
Friends of Ridley Creek
Friends of Rothrock State Forest
Friends of Ryerson Station
Friends of Shawnee
Friends of Shikellamy
Friends of State Line Serpentine Barrens 
Friends of Varden Conservation Area 
Friends of Weiser State Forest
Friends of White Clay Creek
Friends of Worlds End
Friends of Yellow Creek
Lackawana State Park Trail/Care Crew
Laurel Mountain Volunteers

“
”

“The new WaterWheels adaptive beach chair 
purchased by Friends of Prince Gallitzin 

brought such joy back to my husband and our 
family. He hadn’t been able to be in the water 

with the children in over two years. We have seen 
the amazing results that sharing our photos has 
had as we have been contacted by other people with 
disabilities who were thrilled to find out about the chair.” 

~ Jeannie Frontz Norris 

             Adding to Our Friends

             family in 2017. With an 

see this group develop and thrive.

        Great Work 
        Keeping Trails Clear!

                                        are always busy clearing, 

annual reports, for the �rst time, we asked our 

work. We always knew they work hard but we 

were built or maintained in 2017, along with a 

          Ski Swap Success
          While kicking o� another 
year of cross country ski 

also hosted their annual and 
highly anticipated ski swap.
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Playground Goals

donations, and events enabled the 

build another one. Other state parks 
have also made updates to their 
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Summer Inspiration — The Beaches of Pennsylvania’s Parks and Forests

        Advocating for Our State Parks and Forests
Acting as a voice for our state parks and forests is an 

support for stronger investments in state parks and forests 
(both budget and sta�), to protecting key special funding 

to advocate on behalf of investments in the infrastructure 

or legislation impacting our state parks and forests.
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�e photo contest hangs 
each February in the capitol 
as a reminder to invest in 
our state parks and forests.

        Equipment 
        Purchase 

volunteers of the 

are �nding their trail 
work a bit easier with 
the purchase of two 

hedge trimmers.

Conservation 
Heritage Showings 

your support, 13 showings 

were hosted across the 
state, capturing stories from 
individuals like you about 
local conservation e�orts. 

www.paconservationheritage.org  
to learn more about the 
project. 

          Brewing 
          Company Helps 
          Restore Rare 
          Vernal Pools in 
Michaux State Forest

threatened to impact rare
vernal pool communities

And the DCNR Group Volunteer Award Goes to …





Fall Exploration — The Back Roads of Pennsylvania’s Parks and Forests

views range from majestic vistas to dense forests to meandering waterways.

        Infrastructure Requires Routine 
        Rehabilitation and Upgrades
        With the signi�cant amount of buildings, roads, bridges, dams,         
        and other structures within our state parks and state forests, 
        routine maintenance is a daily task. Water and sewer lines, as well as 
        treatment facilities, need to be upgraded to meet new regulations, 
 roofs worn by time need to be repaired or replaced, roads need 
 to be resurfaced, campsites need to be mowed, and fences need 
 to be mended or removed.

to document the infrastructure needs in our state parks and forests, 

                        Back to Basics YouTube Videos
                        When it comes to the outdoors, 

video series gave viewers the knowledge 
they needed to get them into the outdoors 

set up a tent, pack a backpack, stay safe 
in a lightning storm, not get lost, and 
dress to stay warm in cold weather. 

www.youtube.com/users/
PAParksandForests/videos

        Penn’s Stewards

each season to tackle anything from litter 
pick up and gra�ti removal to trail work.

PENNSYLVANIA PARKS & FORESTS FOUNDATION8

the trail out  of  
the sun and 
into the woods 
where shore
birds may be 
observed by 
park visitors  
from the shade 

a peaceful 
lakeside 
setting.

                                                      New and Improved 
            Calendar of Events
            
            
            out where to go to 
            have fun in our state 

parks and forests but 

any number of events 
(not to mention the ones 

hosts), managing a cogent 
events calendar can be a 

this online calendar allows users to easily search for a 

users can click to volunteer to help with the event, too.

               #TrailRelocation

Outdoor Corps and funds for the materials, the relocation took

Photo credit: DCNR
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                                                                           Engaging Youth in the Outdoors            

people the opportunity to serve on a team completing conservation projects within 

job training and skills to become successful stewards of our natural resources. With 

included creating turtle basking platforms, performing trail repair and upgrades, and 

www.dcnr.pa.gov/outdoorcorps.
Members of the Pennsylvania Outdoor Corps St. Mary’s group build steps at Kinzua Bridge State Park.
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           Start Collecting State Park Patches

www.PAPatchCo.com

        Nature’s Classroom

presented a historical perspective of the area, 
taking visitors back to the days of the active 
iron mansion through stories and visuals.

        Gone for the Day 
        Documentary

to archive the conservation 

new documentary featuring 

it at http://video.witf.org/
video/3003781510.

PPFF Dedicates ADA Kayak Launch at Beltzville State Park

the wonderment of nature, on both land and water, yet this is 

forests helps to address the needs of all users. With your support, 

visit http://bit.ly/pp�outdoorsforeveryone to donate.

”“”Thanks for all your efforts to organize volunteers and the ways that you communicate with 
the public and legislature to keep state parks and forests free for all to enjoy. I truly support 
your efforts to make parks more accessible for those with disabilities. Your goal to get more 
kids to spend time in creative outdoor play is also commendable.”           ~ Brittany Howell

                   See the Results!

Clay Creek to restore the historic stone wall 

BEFORE

AFTER
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Funding for the annual report is made possible through the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources Community Conservation and Partnerships Program.

Support and Revenue 2017 for PPFF, 
Friends Groups, and Park/Forest Projects

Contributions (restricted and unrestricted) ....................

 .......................................$155,701

 ..................................................................

 ............................................................................

 ...........................................................

 ......................................................................................

 ..................................................................

 ...................................................

 ...........................................................................

Total .......................................................................... $1,165,290

EXPENSES

 ......................................................................

 .................................................................................

 .................................................

Total Expenses ......................................................... $1,087,989

Contributions 

Other

2017 FINANCIALS
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Friends of Goddard State Park 
Sheakleyville Homecoming Parade.

�e Friends of Kings Gap hosted their annual 
Ghoulish Gallop one-mile fun run for kids.

In 2017, interpretive panels completed the 
restoration e�ort of Wharton Iron Furnace.
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